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Market trends – green building in Singapore
There are signifi cant and growing opportunities for more  ■

Queensland exporters to get into green markets and 
provide environmental solutions such as green building 
services and products.1 

An emerging market for Queensland’s green building  ■

exports is Singapore. Singapore’s A$21B construction 
market is estimated to reach A$25B annually over the next 
fi ve years. 

Although green buildings currently comprise only one per  ■

cent of buildings in Singapore, in 2009 the Government 
of Singapore set an ambitious target of greening at 
least 80 per cent of all buildings in Singapore by 2030.2 
Underpinning this target are the most stringent green 
building regulations in the Asia region. 

To achieve this target, the Government of Singapore has  ■

introduced a range of Green Mark incentives schemes for 
new and existing buildings.3

The Singapore Economic Development Board is also  ■

committing A$292M for the green energy push. 

The Government of Singapore has also imposed a  ■

mandate for a minimum standard of environmental 
sustainability for new buildings.

With growing global concerns about the sustainability  ■

of the built environment, there is increasing pressure for 
the construction industry in Singapore to consider the 
environmental impacts of its projects. With energy costs 
escalating, there is also increasing interest in energy 
effi ciency and the benefi ts of environmentally friendly 
green buildings in Singapore.

According to Singapore’s Building and Construction  ■

Authority (BCA), the bulk of new construction demand for 
the next few years will primarily come from infrastructure 
developments, new public housing and institutional 
projects driven by the public sector.

Opportunities for Queensland exporters
These trends suggest growing market opportunities for  ■

green building in Singapore. 

The green building sector has a large concentration of  ■

existing and potential Queensland clean technologies 
exporters. 

Opportunities in Singapore for Queensland green building  ■

services exporters include:

architectural and engineering services for high-rise  >

structures

urban planning and design  >

other niche architectural services, and >

energy effi ciency consultancies. >

There is also signifi cant demand in Singapore for  ■

Queensland green building materials and equipment 
including:

high-effi ciency ventilation and air conditioning systems >

low-emission window and day lighting technologies >

indoor environment quality systems and technology,  >

such as the low-VOC (volatile organic compound) and 
environmentally friendly interior paints and fi nishes 
that improve the overall indoor air quality of the home, 
recyclable building materials and self-cleaning external 
facades 

intelligent building systems >

water saving and storage systems, and >

other environmentally friendly green building materials  >

and equipment that help score points under the Green 
Mark green building rating system.
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Market challenges
The Singapore market generally prefers technologies or  ■

systems that have been used elsewhere and that are 
proven as a reliable product.

With limited local manufacturing of green technologies  ■

and no duties on these imports, the Singapore market is 
open. As such, a number of foreign companies’ products 
are already established in Singapore and pricing is 
competitive.

Prospective Queensland exporters should consider  ■

using agents or distributors to serve Singapore and other 
markets in South-East Asia. Prospective Queensland 
exporters to Singapore should also be aware that 
competition is strong and that buyers expect good after-
sales service.

For more information
For more information about green building global market 
trends and opportunities for Queensland exporters, 
please contact Trade Strategy on +61 7 3224 4230 or 
tradestrategy@trade.qld.gov.au 

Interested companies can also visit export.qld.gov.au

Coming soon 
Series examining water and wastewater technologies and 
services export opportunities in key overseas markets.

Other issues in the green building series
Issue 1 – Green building opportunities: USA

Issue 2 – Green building opportunities: China

Issue 3 – Green building opportunities: the Gulf States

Issue 4 – Green building opportunities: India

Issue 6 – Green building opportunities: global demand

1  “Green building” includes (but not limited to): green design and sustainable urban design and engineering consultancies; energy, insulation, air-conditioning and water 
effi ciency equipment and products; building monitoring and management systems; facility/building management; and other environmentally friendly building products 
and services that help score points under the various “green building” rating schemes (e.g. retro-fi tting existing buildings).

2  See Second Green Building Masterplan, Building and Construction Authority, Singapore Government, 2009.
3  Ibid. Schemes include: A$83 million scheme to co-fund retro-fi tting costs for energy improvements to existing buildings;  cash incentives to private developers, 

building owners and project consultants (such as architects and mechanical and electrical engineers) with fl oor areas of at least 2000 metres that achieve a suffi ciently 
high Green Mark rating; and a range of other incentives for the private sector to work towards achieving higher tier Green Mark ratings.  Singapore’s Green Mark program 
is an equivalent of the U.S. LEED program.

Disclaimer: This publication has been prepared by the State of Queensland as an information source only. The State of Queensland makes no statements, 
representations, or warranties about the accuracy of completeness of, and you and all other persons should not rely on, any information contained in this publication. 
Any reference to a specifi  c organisation, product or service does not constitute or imply its endorsement or recommendation by the State of Queensland. The State of 
Queensland disclaims all responsibility and all liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs you might incur 
as a result of the information being inaccurate or incomplete in any way, and for any reason.  

©The State of Queensland 2009. Copyright protects this material. Enquiries should be addressed to: crown.copyright@qld.gov.au
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The Government of Singapore has 
gone into high gear to encourage the 
local construction industry to adopt 
green features in their projects… 

The market potential in Singapore 
for technologies, systems and 
equipment, used in the construction 
of environmentally sustainable 
buildings (green buildings), is 
becoming stronger. This covers all 
types of systems and products to 
improve energy and water effi ciency 
of a building, technologies and 
equipment that improve indoor air 
quality, construction systems that 
reduce noise and air pollution, as well 
as recyclable building materials.

International Business Strategies, 2009

TR450_Green_Bldg_Mkt_Prof_Singapore.indd   2TR450_Green_Bldg_Mkt_Prof_Singapore.indd   2 13/10/09   5:52:53 PM13/10/09   5:52:53 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 350
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.12000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 350
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.12000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


